GOLF ON THE EDGE

Introduction

“Golf is like a grindstone — whether it grinds you down or polishes you
up, depends on what you are made of” — Anon.

This is a story about struggle, not of the life-threatening kind, but the type that
shapes sportsmen, their self-respect, their relationships, their careers.

For journeymen golfers with everyday problems like mortgages to pay, wives
and children to care for, with parents who loan them money, securing a
regular place on the European Tour is the one thing that drives them all. This
book is about seven players’ journeys to try to fulfil the dream of a place among
golf’s elite.

Some of the seven have never played on that Tour at all, others want to return
after a painful absence and a few are trying to hang on to their place. But all of
them understand that the road to the Tour is rugged and one of sport’s ultimate
instruments of torture can stand in their way: the Qualifying School aka Q School
or, more formally, the PGA European Tour School.

The 14-round, three-stage Q School is both a blessing and a curse: succeeding
at the School gives players a Tour Card, the passport to playing in some of
the most prestigious tournaments and a prospective jet-set lifestyle of fame
and fortune. Failing at the School can leave a player in golf’s equivalent of the
twilight zone.

The tension at Q School makes it one of sport’s most gut-churning events; it is
where careers can either be launched in a single moment of glory or extinguished
by a single mistake.
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Only players in the top 30 at the very end of the Q School marathon receive a
Tour Card. Of the players who attempt this feat, 97% fail; the odds of success
at Q School are long, but the players keep returning because the potential rewards
are huge.

The seven professionals in this story all know Q School intimately. Sion Bebb,
James Conteh, Phil Golding, Euan Little, Andy Raitt, Martyn Thompson and
Guy Woodman all have different backgrounds and different ranges of ability.
They are each at a crossroads in their careers and to fulfil their dream of that
regular European Tour place means another trip to Q School, a place that is not
just a barrier but also a lifeline..

The seven can take heart because some of the world’s best players have passed
through the School: Colin Montgomerie, Jose Maria Olazabal, Padraig
Harrington, Retief Goosen, Vijay Singh, Sandy Lyle, [an Woosnam as well as
today’s younger superstars like Henrik Stenson, Lee Westwood, Justin Rose, Ian
Poulter, Nick Dougherty and many more. And not all these players sailed through
the Q School examination first time: for example, Poulter was a four-time visitor
before he secured a Card.

What every Q School graduate recognises is that the event is a golfing beast
that can chew up even the best players and spit them out bewildered and
badly damaged.

If there was any doubt about how tough life can be on the fringes of the Tour
then listen to a man like Paul Broadhurst who has seen the best and the worst of
it as well as having been a multiple European Tour winner and Ryder Cup player.

Paul first got through Q School in 1988 at the age of 23, the year he turned pro
and he went on to enjoy a great five years. The West Midlander won
tournaments, played in the Ryder Cup and in all the major championships; he
even got married and started a family. Life was good. But then his golf game
deserted him and he found himself back at Q School aged 36; that was 2001 and
he failed to win back a Tour Card. Suddenly, Paul saw the end his life at the top
table of European golf flash before his eyes.

The following year, 2002, Paul returned to Q School again with his confidence
at its lowest ebb, his life was in turmoil. Paul — a multiple Tour Winner — felt he
was under a grotesque kind of pressure, a feeling even worse than trying to win
a Tour title. But somehow he succeeded “When I got my Card back in 2002 I
shot 67 and 66 on the weekend and that 66 is one of the best rounds I’ve ever
had, probably not the best, but under the circumstances it’s right up there. To
play six under when you know your livelihood is on the line, I took a lot from
that. Maybe Q School is not as much pressure for someone who’s just starting
out because they have plenty of other chances, but for someone like me it is. I’d
been out on Tour for nearly 15 years by then and I had nothing to fall back on.”

For Paul and many of his counterparts, the Q School symbolises the professional
golfer’s most profound struggle. Of course, trying to win a major championship
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is fraught with nerves, but the Q School is different. This strange tournament of
extremes represents both hope and hopelessness and the players who succeed
there are worthy of the total admiration of anyone who has ever swung a golf
club. And for those who fail, there is always next year.

The idea of an end-of-season Q School for the European Tour first came about
in the 1970s as the pro game looked for a better system than Monday qualifiers at
each different event. Why not place the players in a ranking system so that the best
would get first pick of all the tournaments and so on. Entry to tournaments
became predicated on a golfer’s category or his exemptions based on past
performances, prize money earned, Tour titles won or his position at Q School.

The first European Tour Q School took place in 1976 and pro golf on this
continent suddenly had a more manageable structure. Back then there were only
a few hundred players who craved the life of a tournament pro because there
were relatively few events (around 20) and prize money was small (even the Open
champion won just £62,000.

It took a while for the ranking system to develop into the one we recognise today.
By 1984, an elite group of 125 pros was established by the end-of-season money
list; they all received a Tour Card for the next season while the Q School gave
Cards to 50 players. Nowadays, the numbers have changed (Tour Cards are given
to the top 115 players at the end of each season and Q School Cards go to the top
30 and ties) but the basic system remains. The Q School is open to a whole range
of players, from the club pro and the golfing journeyman tournament player meet
the aspiring young amateur or even the ex-Tour champion. The only major change
to Q School is that it is now a huge event in itself; 11 separate tournaments staged
over a three-month period in five different countries.

The PGA European Tour is not the only pro golf with an end-of-season Q
School, but Europe’s version is the most cosmopolitan (golfers from more than 40
countries normally enter) and is therefore arguably the toughest. The focus of
this story is the European Tour Q Schools of 2006 and 2007 and the 12 months
in between; both tournaments involved over 850 players and the competition was
fiercer than ever before.

The seven players in this book were living their European Tour dream during
this period, but it was not without risk either to their marriages, their relationship
with parents, their future financial security, the risk of long-term injury or even
— 50 it seems at times — their sanity. All the players were willing to suffer this
distress because of the immense potential value of a Q School Tour Card.

All they have to do is turn up at the most important tournament of their season
and, under severe, relentless pressure, play some of the best golf of their lives.
The only problem is, of course, that 800 other pros are trying to do just the
same thing.
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The Cast of Characters

The story starts in December 2006, the month after the 2006 European
Tour Q School has taken place.

The seven featured golfers would love to find a way to somehow play regularly
on the Tour without having to suffer another Q School torture session, but they
know that this is highly improbable. Nevertheless, as another new season dawns,
hope still springs eternal.

Sion Bebb - Sion almost retired from tournament golf in 2006, the
struggle — for both financial and domestic reasons — was becoming too onerous.
But at the end of that season, he won a Tour Card for the very first time after 20
years as a pro and it gave him new hope. However, if he thought getting to the
summit was difficult then he would spend 2007 finding out how hard it was to
stay there. Sion has a self-effacing nature and probably needs to recognise just
how good he actually is if he is to succeed. Career status at December 2006: Q
School Tour Card winner; 2007 prospects: regular on the European Tour.

James Conteh — When your father was a boxing world champion (John
Conteh), you have a lot of sporting heritage to live up to and it can get lonely out
there even when your mum is your caddie. James is an accomplished player who
is battling his own demons as a young golf pro with his own dream rather than
his father’s expectations. But the problem remains that James is stuck on the mini
tours and his nightmare is that this is all there is to his career. Career status at
December 2006: eliminated from Q School at Second Stage; 2007 prospects:
EuroPro & Jamega Tours.

Phil Goldlng — No British golfer has been to Q School more often than Phil,
he is Mr Persistent with 17 visits. In 2003 he shattered talk of an unfulfilled career
by actually winning his first European Tour title; the years of struggle seemed to
be behind him. However, three years later (2006) he found himself back at Q
School and failed again to gain a Card. Now in his forties, Phil has to wonder if
his best years are behind him. If he fails again at Q School 2007, his Tour career
may be over for good. Career status at December 2006: eliminated from Q
School at Final Stage after four round cut; 2007 prospects: occasional European
Tour invites & Challenge Tour.

Euan Little — Euan is a charming, unassuming Scot uniformly liked by his
fellow pros, but he is still waiting for the glorious golf career that was predicted
for him as a teenager by his famous coach Bob Torrance. He has yo-yo’d around
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the edge of the Tour for several years and in November 2006 suffered one of the
most painful Q School heartbreaks, missing an 8ft sliding putt on the very
final green at Final Stage to leave him one shot short of a Tour Card. Euan vows
to improve in the next 12 months so that such torture will not happen again.
Career status at December 2006: eliminated from Q School after six rounds of
Final Stage; 2007 prospects: Sunshine Tour, Challenge Tour & occasional
European Tour.

Andy Raitt — A freak injury to his left hand over a decade ago meant Andy
has already lost his career once as well as his first wife, virtually all his money
and the hope of a glorious golfing future. In the last few seasons he has spent
almost as much time in an operating theatre or a re-hab facility than on the golf
course. Somehow he has also found the courage to fight his way back, and his
Tour Card win in November 2006 was one of the great fairy stories of recent Q
Schools. But his battle with the injury is not over and it could still be the cause of
a shortened career. Andy will spend the year trying to prove that he can still play
with the big boys. Career status at December 2006: Q School Tour Card winner;
2007 prospects: regular on the European Tour.

Martvn Thompson — Martyn is a solid family man, he’s very successful
as a traditional club pro, and life has been good to him. But there is still a stone
in his golf shoe — he believes that there is a chance that a 43-year-old naturally-
athletic golfer could yet break onto the European Tour for the first time. It would
be one of the most romantic stories in golf if it happened - the long-time club pro
who becomes a member of golf’s elite — and Martyn is prepared to risk his quiet
life at home to chase the dream and the riches of the Tour. Career status at
December 2006: eliminated from Q School at Second Stage; 2007 prospects PGA
regional events and pro-ams.

Guv Woodman — Guy’s dream since he was 12 has been to become a top
tournament golfer, but his struggle has been almost overwhelming at times. His
life changed when The Golf Channel made him a star of their reality show The
Big Break in 2005. Suddenly Guy was a celebrity and tasted the big time. This is
a young player who has given up so much to be the best he can be, but will his
TV appearance be the high-point of his career or can he use that unique
experience to create something else — a life on the PGA European Tour. Career
status at December 2006: eliminated from Q School at Second Stage; 2007
prospects: EuroPro Tour.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


